Vassil Kazandjiev

Vassil Kazandjiev (b. 1934, Rousse, Bulgaria) graduated from the State Academy of Music in Sofia composition with Prof. Pancho Vladigerov and conducting with Prof. Vladi Simeonov. Between 1957 and 1964 he was conductor at the Sofia National Opera. He is co-founder and principal conductor of Sofia Soloists Chamber Ensemble (1962-1978). From 1985 he has been principal conductor of the Bulgarian National Radio Symphony Orchestra. V. Kazandjiev is Professor of opera and symphony conducting at the “Pancho Vladigerov” State Academy of Music in Sofia. V. Kazandzhiev’s complete work respects with its volume, as well as with variety and originality of the author’s thinking. His contribution to Bulgarian contemporary music has been also in the numbers of performances, recordings and promotion of his own and the works of other composers inside Bulgaria and abroad in all over the world. 

Symphony orchestra:
Symfonieta, 1953

Concerto for trumpet and orchestra, 1954

Divertimento for small orchestra, 1957

Symphony - Concertante for saxophone, piano and orchestra, 1958

Symphony № 1 (Symphony of Hymns), 1959

“September 1923” - overture, 1960

Concerto for violin and orchestra, 1962

Apocalypse, 1976 
Capriccio, 1977 
Illuminations, 1979
Symphony № 3, 1983 

String orchestra:
Variations, 1950

“Complexi Sonori”, 1965 

Symphony № 2, “Symphony of Timbres”, 1968 

“Pictures from Bulgaria” for strings and percussion, 1970

Festive Music – “Psalms and Rituals”, 1972

Chamber orchestra:
“The Living Icons” – An eulogy to the Sofia Crypt, 1970

Chamber music:
Four duets for strings and wind instruments, 1953

Sonata for horn and piano, 1954

Sonata for clarinet and piano, 1954

Prelude and Fugue for viola and piano, 1956

Sonata for violin solo, 1957

Four Pieces for violin and piano, 1966

String Quartet № 1, “Perspectives”, 1966

String Quartet № 2, 1970 

“Strophes” for flute, violin and piano, 1968

Virtuoso Studies for percussion and piano, 1970
“Triumph of the Bells”, 1972

Quintet for wind instruments, 1976

Concerto Improvisations for flute, viola, harp, harpsihord (piano), 1974 

“Silhouettes” for violoncello and piano, 1974

Sonata for violoncello solo, 1975

“Episodes” for clarinet, harp and percussion, 1977 
“Poco a Poco” for percussion and organ, 1977

“Dialogues” for flute and harp, 1977

“Meditation” and “Ecstasy” for violin and piano, 1977, 1982

“Glitters” for flute and piano, 1978

“Impulses” for wind trio, 1978
Piano Quintet, 1980

“Reflections” for two violoncellos, 1982

“In Modo Scherzoso” for brass quintet, 1985

“Affresci Sacri” for 10 winds and percussion, 1992
“Mirages” for clarinet, violin, violoncello and piano, 1997 
Sonata for violin and violoncello, 1998 
“Saga” for violoncello and piano – dedicated to Konstantin Iliev”, 1999 

Piano:
Toccata, 1957

Sonata, 1959

Youth album, 1972

“Triumph of the Bells”, 1972

“Balancing Tricks”, 1979

Vocal music:
“Via Appia Antica”- a cycle for soprano and piano, 1965

Two Songs for soprano and string orchestra, 1965

“Visions”- a cycle for soprano and percussion, 1971

“Elegy” for mixed choir and organ, 1977

“The Great Mural” – poem for mixed choir, 1980 

“Cavalry” – a cycle of children’s songs, 1982

“Heroic Ancestors”, 1984

Film music, theatre music, marches and military songs

